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ABSTRACT 





The present study has been undertaken to study the relationship of academic achievement and socio economic status of higher secondary school students. The sample 
consisted of 100 students of higher secondary final year randomly taken from 10 higher secondary institutions of kamrup rural district. Pearson's coefficient of 
correlation was used to analyze the data. The study revealed that there exist significant relationship between academic achievement and socio economic status of 


higher secondary school students of kamrup rural district. It reveals that socio economic status affects academic achievement of the students. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

Academic achievement is the outcome of education the extent to which a student, 
teacher or institution has achieved their educational goals. Academic achieve- 
ment is commonly measured by examinations or continuous assessment in for- 
mal education. In fact, there are many factors that contribute to different aca- 
demic achievement of student. These factors include the parents’ socio- 
economic status, amount of time that parent spent with children, teachers’ expec- 
tancies and effects of peer relationships and their own self-concept etc. 


In Assam higher secondary stage or level is located in higher secondary schools, 
junior colleges and some degree colleges also. The students of higher secondary 
level are generally belongs to adolescence period. This adolescence period is 
very important period in the life of every individual. The period of adolescence 
has sometimes been viewed as filled with stress and uncertainty about self, rid- 
dled with sudden and frequent mood shifts, a time dubbed as the identity crisis. 
Adolescents often engage in new ways of behaving and thinking that develop 
greater self-sufficiency, independence, and expressions of familiarity with oth- 
ers as they approach the teen years. It is difficult to find ways to help students do 
better in school without also exploring ways to help them feel better about them- 
selves as learners. Higher secondary education occupies a great place in the edu- 
cation system of a country. It helps the students to mould their character and per- 
sonality and prepare them for the future society. It also helps them to give full 
expression to their abilities. As the students are prepared to receive higher educa- 
tion after this stage, the education at this stage should be framed to help the stu- 
dents acquire both knowledge and skill to lead a better economic life. However 
the performance (or academic achievement) of students in examinations at +2 
stage 1s being effected by various factors like home environment, socio- eco- 
nomic status, parental education, intelligence and self- concept, school environ- 
ment, interest etc. 


Academic Achievement assumes primary importance in the context of an educa- 
tion system aimed at progressive scholastic development of the child and human 
resources development at the macro level. The scientific rearing and education of 
a child is monitored on the basis of his academic achievement. Sound academic 
records are the pillars on which the entire future personality stands. Academic 
achievement have always been the centre of educational research and despite var- 
ied definitions about the aims of education, the academic development of the 
child continue to be the primary and most important goal of education . The 
importance of scholastic and academic achievement has raised important ques- 
tions for educational researchers. What factors promote achievement in stu- 
dents? How far do the different factors contribute towards academic achieve- 
ment? In this context, the role of socio-economic status and self-concept cannot 
be denied as it has a great effect on personality, learning and development of the 
individual and his academic achievement. Hence, the investigators felt the need 
to select this vital area for the present investigation. 


Socio-Economic Status (SES) is an economic and sociological combined total 
measure of a person’s work experience and of an individual’s or family’s eco- 
nomic and social position in relation to others , based on income, education and 
occupation. SES is a specific background variable that represents a facet of the 
social structure in society. Importantly, results from multiple studies, using stu- 
dents spanning from pre-school to college-age and of various ethnicities, suggest 
that family SES affects students’ academic achievement. When analyzing a fam- 
ily’s SES, the household income, earners' education, and occupation are exam- 
ined, as well as combined income, versus with an individual, when their own 


attributes are assessed. In other words, socio economic status indicates one’s 
access to collectively desired resources, be they material goods, money, power, 
friendship networks, healthcare, leisure time, or educational opportunities. And 
it is access to such resources that enable individuals and/or groups to prosper in 
the social world .Family socio-economic status affects children’s education. 


OBJECTIVES: 
1. Tostudy the levels of socio economic status of the students of higher second- 
ary level. 


2. To study the relationships between academic achievement and socio eco- 
nomic status of students of higher secondary level. 


HYPORTHESIS: 
e There is no significant relation between academic achievement and socio- 
economic status of the students at higher secondary level. 


METHODOLOGY: 

For the present study descriptive survey method is applied, so that pertinent and 
precise information concerning the current status of phenomena could be 
obtained. 


POPULATION AND SAMPLE: 

Population of the present study constitutes all the students of higher secondary 
final year students of all the Government provincialized higher secondary 
schools and colleges of Kamrup Rural District of Assam. 


Asample of 100 students from 10 institutions is selected by applying simple ran- 
dom sampling technique. 


Tools: 
1. Socio-economic status scale by Sunil Kumar Upadhyay and Alka Saxena. 


STATISTICAL TECHNIQUES: 
¢ Percentage. 

¢ Mean. 

¢ Standard deviation. 

¢ Correlation. 

¢  ‘T-test. 


ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA: 

After collection of data for the pilot study, a systematic statistical analysis was 
made in the light of the objectives set forth for the investigation and discussed as 
follows: 


Objective No 1: 
To study the levels of socio-economic status of the students of higher secondary 
level. 


¢ The socio-economic status scale was applied on a sample of 100 higher sec- 
ondary final year students of kamrup rural district of age range 16 to 19 years 
to determine the socio economic status of the students and category wise clas- 
sification was done. 
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Table III 


Distribution of Students According to the Levels of Socio Economic Sta- 
tus of the Students 


No of Percentage 
respondents 
a 3 


ss 


Graphical representation of the percentage of the levels of socio-economic 
status 























Interpretation: 

It has been found that 5 percent had high socio-economic status, 4 percent had 
above average socio economic status and 10 percent had average socio economic 
status, 14 percent had below average socio economic status and 67 percent had 
low socio economic status. So it can be interpreted that most of the students had 
low socio economic status. 


Objective No 2: 
To study the relationship between academic achievement and socio economic sta- 
tus of students of higher secondary level. 


Ho2: There is no significant relation between academic achievement and socio- 
economic status of the students of higher secondary level. 


Table IV 
Pearson's “r” and “t” value between Academic Achievement and Socio- 
Economic Status of the Students 


variables No of M SD |df| r D of t value} Remarks 
students relationship 
Academic 100 |49.52|13.52 0.83 High 14.75 |Significant 
Achievement correlation 
Socio- 100 |37.90}14.35 
economic 
status 


Interpretation: 

It has been observed that the mean mark of the academic achievement and mean 
score of socio-economic status are 49.52 and 37.90 and the standard deviations 
are 13.52 and 14.35 respectively. The coefficient of correlation between aca- 
demic achievement and socio economic status of the students is 0.83 and since 
the calculated value oft is 14.75 that is greater than tabulated value at 0.05 levels 
and 0.01 level of probability of significance. Hence the null Hypothesis is 
rejected and concluded that there exists significant and positive relationship 
between academic achievement and socio-economic status of students of higher 
secondary level of kamrup rural district. 





FINDINGS OF THE STUDY: 
The following are the major findings of the study: 


1. From the present study it is found that majority of the students had poor aca- 
demic achievement in the higher secondary level of kamrup rural district. 


2. Itis found that majority of the students had low socio-economic status of 
higher secondary level. 
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3. Itis found that the coefficient of correlation between academic achievement 
and socio economic status is highly and positively significant. It 1s found 
that the students whose socio economic status is high their academic 
achievement is high but the students whose socio economic status is low 
their academic achievement is also low. 


4. Itis found that academic achievement is highly affected by socio economic 
status of students of higher secondary level. 


5. Abetter socio economic status is utmost important for satisfactory academic 
achievement of the students. 


CONCLUSION: 

From the present study it can be concluded that socio economic status is a most 
important factor which highly affects the academic achievement of the students 
of higher secondary level. So it can be said that academic achievement and socio- 
economic status are closely related to each other. Academic achievement is 
highly affected by the socio-economic status of the students of higher secondary 
level. 


EDUCATIONALIMPLICATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS: 

Educational institutions to a great extent are depended on achievement as a mea- 
sure of pupil's knowledge and skills. Again academic achievement is closely 
related to socio economic status of the students. So this relationship is the issue 
that calls for urgent attention of educationist. Financial help may be given to the 
students of poor economic background, by providing them free books, fee con- 
cession, scholarships and free hostel facilities. 
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